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Society of American Foresters 
High Sierra Chapter

June 2007 Newsletter.

Compiled by Thomas W. Catchpole
June Dinner Meeting Announcement

DATE: June 13, 2007, Wednesday. 
This will be the last meeting until sometime in the fall – probably September. 
PLACE: MARIE CALENDER’S, 1781 East Shaw Ave.  (SW corner of Shaw and Cedar).

SOCIAL: 6: 30 pm, (No Host Bar).
DINNER: 7: 00 pm    Price is $20.00 for everyone. The dinner choices are as follows: Lemon Chicken, Baked Chicken Pomodoro, Chicken Broccoli Fettuccine, and Meatloaf.  All dinners include Caesar Salad, cornbread and fountain drinks, iced tea or coffee and a choice of apple, chocolate or lemon meringue pie.  
SPEAKER:  The program will be Ted Strauss from the SJVAPCD (San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District). Ted will discuss the future of controlled burning within the district.  He will also answer questions.  This is a timely topic and can influence the future of effective long term sustainable vegetation management in the Sierra Nevada forests. 

If You Plan to Attend Please RSVP before June 11th: Don Dukleth (559-841-3180) or Mark T. Smith, 559-297-0706  x4952 (leave message if not in) Thank You. 

Twenty Sixth Annual Conservation Day At Sierra Nature Trail.  By Thomas W. Catchpole.


The High Sierra Chapter of the Society of American Foresters (SAF) with cooperation from the USDA Forest Service (USFS), Southern California Edison (SCE) Forestry, Chaffee Zoo, and the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) hosted the “Twenty Sixth Annual Conservation Day” at the Sierra High School Nature Trail on Thursday April 19. The day’s activities benefited 165 fifth grade students and teachers from Auberry, Sierra and North Fork Elementary Schools. 
The Schools arrived at 9:00 a.m. for a brief introduction in Sierra High's Presentation Center. The students and teachers formed 6 groups and headed out on the Nature Trail for a very full, well rounded day of exciting demonstrations, instruction and hands-on learning about environmental and renewable natural resource conservation. 

The students rotated around the Nature Trail to the six different outdoor classrooms every 35 to 40 minutes. A popular attraction was Richard Bagley from SCE Forestry staff playing an interactive game with the students that Richard had created based on the Survivor game. The students learned how Forest Recreation and other forest management practices are interrelated, touching all aspects of the land. He was assisted by Foresters; Julianne Musso, Ryan Stewart.

Wildlife Biologist, Burleigh Lockwood from Chafee Zoo amazed the students with her fantastic program on Wildlife facts and demonstrations about the different skulls, teeth, bones and types of antlers from different animals. At the Forestry stop, students learned about the ‘Web of Life’, forest products, conservation and management from Tom Catchpole’s “Talk About Trees” Presentation. At the Soil Science station students learned first hand about soil erosion and prevention, soil profiles and hands-on experience with soil sampling augers to examine soil structure and texture. The Soils class was presented by Brook Gale and Hugo Calvillo from NRCS, Fresno and NRCS Earth Team Volunteer, John T. Gale. 

After a brief lunch break in the middle of the day at Mary Barton Park the students were back on the trail. Local Native American Culture, what is an archaeologist’s job and history were presented by Karen Miller, USFS and Max Younkin, retired USFS at the archaeological site. The students did a mini-archaeological dig.  At the Fire classroom students were treated to a display and talk about Fire Prevention, Prescribed Fire, a fuel treatment skit and Fire Suppression applications by Michael Gonzales, Burl Wade, Joaquin Marquez, Belinda Mc Candliss  and Ken Thompson from the USFS. Volunteers Joe Ubbink and Lee Larson from Southern California Edison Forestry assisted as a trail guide. 
The students had a fun and informative day with an overall theme of, “Conservation of our world’s natural resources begins at home in our own back yard." Everyone needs and uses renewable natural resources and should take part in using them wisely.

The eight acre Nature Trail was built in 1977 from a former garbage dump site by Bill Dennison, retired Sierra High Forestry Instructor, his former students and Forester Tom Catchpole. The trail meanders along the west side of campus and features an overgrown marsh, an archaeological site, stream riparian zones, oak woodland forest, several outdoor classrooms and geological areas. (Reprinted from “The Mountain Press”)

Thank you to all who helped make this year’s Conservation Day a great success!
NorCal SAF Summer Meeting is planned for August 11, 2007, in the Central Sierras. You will probably get a notice in the mail. For more information on location and agenda please contact Mike DeLasaux 530-283-6125, email at mjdelasaux@ucdavis.edu
Forestry Institute for Teachers 2007 (FIT) will have 4 week long sessions this year. I will be on the staff of each one assisting with the program; it is going to be a busy summer. 
They are as follows: 
June 17 to 23, 2007 at the UC Forestry Camp at Meadow Valley near Quincy, CA; 
June 25 to 30, 2007 (new) at Camp Chinquapin in Pinecrest, CA;
July 8 to 14, 2007 at Camp McCumber, Shingletown, CA; 
July 15 to 21, 2007 at Humboldt State University campus, Arcata, CA.
For more information about FIT go to the web site, www.norcalsaf.org  or call 1-800-PET-TREE.     By Thomas W. Catchpole, Chapter Education Committee Chairman.
