Announcing a Workshop

Insects and Diseases Affecting Native Oaks

In Southern California

September 15, 2010

9 am-5 pm

Nature Conservancy Santa Rosa Plateau Reserve

Co-sponsored by

Northern & Southern California Society of American Foresters, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, University of California, Cooperative Extension, California Forest Pest Council

There is considerable concern about the gold spotted oak borer and other pathogens and insects that are currently attacking and causing mortality among the oaks of southern California. Land managers, arborists, foresters and landowners who are responsible for the stewardship of oaks and oak woodlands should be up to date on the latest information about the problems and how to avoid or minimize losses. There is a need for people outside the immediate area of current losses to anticipate and prepare for future attacks. For people who have already experienced losses, it is important to understand what steps should be taken to restore or replace oaks.

This workshop has been organized to provide the best available information on the following topics:

· What are the problems? What insects and diseases are responsible for the extensive oak mortality being experienced in southern California?

· What areas are being affected? Will the affected areas expand in the future? 

· What are the characteristics of affected trees (species, sizes) and stands (density, environment)? What information is needed to assess risk?

· What steps can be taken to reduce the risk of attack and/or increase the resiliency of trees or stands (i.e., reduce rates of mortality)?

· For areas that have experienced mortality, what can be done to restore or replace dead trees? What cautionary measures are necessary to avoid repetition of mortality? 

Presentations on these topics will be made by experts in diseases and insects affecting oaks, foresters and ecologists who have studied sites where mortality has occurred and specialists in oak restoration and regeneration. Presentations and discussions will be followed by a field trip to observe areas affected and unaffected by mortality. A compact disk of relevant information will be provided to attendees.

The workshop will be held on September 15, 2010 at the Nature Conservancy Santa Rosa Plateau Reserve.  HOLD THE DATE! Additional details and information on registering for the workshop will be available by the first week of August. 

For further information contact Dr. Richard R. Harris, Northern California Society of American Foresters at rrharris2464@sbcglobal.net or (707) 678-3504.

